
5 Themes in Mark 
Theme 0: Jesus 
Jesus, and more importantly Jesus and 
the Cross. 
One way of thinking of all the Gospels 
is, this is how Matthew/ Mark/ Luke/ 
John answer the question, ‘How do we 
think about the fact that Jesus was 
crucified?’ 
 

Theme 1: Structure1 
At Matthew 8.31 Jesus predicts his own death, this is a transitional moment in Marks gospel, in 
that prior to this, it is focused strongly on Jesus and his actions. After this the actions or inaction of 
the disciples comes more into focus.  

Mark 8.31-33 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

 
Theme 2: Reinterpreting Son of God/ Messiah/ Messianic secret2 
For Mark there seems to be a re-imagining of what the term Messiah/ Son of God means. 
Culturally there was a certain messianic expectation. Much of Mark’s Gospel is about redefining 
that term. Often those who recognise Jesus as the Messiah are instructed to remain silent, 
possibly because the term Messiah is understood around a power structure, and if the term is 
used it will be misunderstood. There are in the Gospel attestations that help us understand how 
we should imagine the Messiah, and those that are designed to help us see the ‘demonic’ 
alternative.  
True attestation: 3 

Mark 1.9-11 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
Mark 15.39 
Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 
way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s 
Son!’ 

False attestation 
Mark 3.11 
Whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and shouted, ‘You are the 
Son of God!’ 

 
Theme 3: Context/ Date/ Discipleship 
Most Scholars would suggest that Mark was written prior to the destruction of the temple in 70a.d. 
but during a troubled time for the early Christians. There are many conflicting ideas as to where it 
was written, with some scholars suggesting the Decapolis, Rome or Syria. The very lack of details 

 
1 Daniel Kirk: The Bible for Normal People: Ep69 
2 https://academic.oup.com/jaar/article-abstract/XXXII/2/106/700438?redirectedFrom=PDF 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messianic_Secret 
 
3 https://fineartamerica.com/featured/the-messiah-jonathan-edward-shaw.html?product=art-print 



is seen as being indicative of it being a ‘universal’ text, addressed to all who wish to understand 
what it means to affirm Jesus as ‘Son of God’. 
The first part of Mark’s Gospel demonstrates how we should be as disciples of Christ, the second 
part shows the disciples attempting to live into that. Alexander Shia sees the miracle of calming 
the storm as being normative for our viewing the discipleship that followers were/are called to4. In 
Mark there is no assertion that things will go well for the disciples, rather there is the 
demonstration of the cross, as the conclusion of following the Son of God, but there is the point 
that faith precludes fear.5 

Mark 4:35–41 
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other 
side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the 
boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 
woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and 

there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why 
are you afraid? Have you still no faith6?’ And 
they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him?’ 

 
Theme 4: Upside down power7 
Continuing the reimagining of power and authority that is entrenched in the vision of the Messiah 
that Mark presents we see an overturning of power in the kingdom of God. 
Parables 

Mark 3.27 
But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up 
the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
Mark 4.30-32 
He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 

Disciples 
 Mark 1.30-31 

Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she 
began to serve them. 

Theme 5: Crucifixion 
Is the Crucifixion a chapter in the story of the resurrection, or is the resurrection a chapter in the 
story of the Crucifixion?’ 
In Mark the answer is the latter. 

 
4 https://quadratos.com/four_paths/ 
5 matt-hardy-55NI4yEAas4-unsplash.jpg 
6 https://biblehub.com/greek/4102.htm 
7 Ched Myers ‘Binding the Strong Man: A Political reading of Mark’s story of Jesus’ 

Faith (4102/pistis) is always a gift from 
God, and never something that can be 
produced by people. In short, 
4102/pistis ("faith") for the believer is 
"God's divine persuasion" – and therefore 
distinct from human belief (confidence), yet 
involving it. 
 


