
Resurrection – Some Approaches 
 

Peter Rollins Story 

 

Mark Short Ending 

Mark 16 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked 
up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 
rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in 
a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said 
to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place 
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of 



you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went 
out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  

[[And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around 
Peter. And afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to 
west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. ]]  

 
 

Conservative – Liberal 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

	

	

	

Cruciform	pattern	of	life	–	Exist	or	insist	
If a person came back from the dead in South America or India tonight, how much impact would it 
have on the world? It might get a documentary made, but not much more than that. 
The resurrection does not mean anything unless it insists on a change in us. 

The resurrection is an 
indisputable event in history. 
All its spiritual impact comes 
from this fact. 

The resurrection is a spiritual 
event, expressed in historical 
language, but probably not an 
actual historical event. 
 

Most challenging to modern 
audiences, who have a 
suspicion of the supernatural. 
‘Surely you Christians can’t be 
so silly as to believe this really 
happened.’ 

Most likely to be relativised out 
of usefulness/ impact. 
‘It might be true for you in some 
vague spiritual way, but not to 
me…’ 

Exist 
have objective reality or being. 

Insist 
demand something forcefully 


