
5 Themes in Luke 
 
The themes that aren’t 

themes. 
 

 
Christ crucified 

 
 

 
The Synoptic 
relationship1 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Salvation History 
How Jews and gentiles could become equal in the 
kingdom/ community of God, acknowledging that 
Gods’ plan is rooted in the promise of Israel.  
Luke 1.1-4, which is the dedication to Theophilus 
indicates this2. It assumes there is an order, and that 
the order points to ‘truth’, and that the truth 
includes the Gentiles. 
History in Luke’s Gospel can be described in three 
stages. 

Genesis – John the Baptist 
Jesus 
Responding to Jesus 

This idea is very powerful and is baked into the western calendar with 1a.d. being the ‘proposed year of 
the birth of Jesus’ built into every calendar since Dionysius Exiguus’ system was adopted. 
It also points to why Luke is concerned with History; but is not a Historian as we would understand the 
term today3. 
 
View of Christ (Christology) 
Luke seems to have two streams that flow into his Christology, one from Jewish history and one from the 
Roman world in which the Christian community lives. This is reflected in the titles he uses for Jesus.  
Messiah/ Servant/ Prophet: reflecting on the writings of the Old Testament Luke uses these titles to 
indicate that Jesus is central to the Plan of God to bring about salvation. 
Son of God/ Lord: Luke is using the language of the Roman occupiers to paint a picture of Jesus as the 
supreme saviour and ultimate regal figure. 
What Luke does not present is a modern Christology which would include a co-existence of Christ with the 
Father. 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke#Luke's_%22salvation_history%22 
2 Photo by Nigel Tadyanehondo on Unsplash 
3 Bock D.L. Luke, Gospel of in ‘Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels’ Published IVP 



Hospitality  
 
Brendan Byrne offers a compelling argument that hospitality 
is a central theme to Luke’s Gospel, and to Jesus ministry in 
Luke. It can be seen in the Incarnation, in the Visitation of 
Mary to Elizabeth, in the reception to Bethlehem and in many 
of the parables and practices of Jesus, perhaps most 
especially the last supper. 
 
Byrne sees the story of Zacchaeus as being archetypal of the 
Hospitality being invoked. In the story of Zacchaeus Jesus 
accepts hospitality from an outcast, despite the negative 
views of onlookers, and in return offers a greater hospitality 
to the outcast, integration into the community. 
 
Exploring this theme in light of the Salvation history approach we see Luke as depicting salvation as being 
about the hospitality of God. 
    
Structure 

1. Introduction to John and Jesus, parallel 
stories (1.1-2.52)  

2. Perpetration for Ministry including Baptism of 
Jesus by John (3.1-4.13) 

3. Galilean Ministry, who is Jesus (4.14-9.50) 
4. Journey to Jerusalem, rejected by ‘Jews’, 

introducing a new way (9.51-19.44) 
5. Jerusalem, the death of innocence and the 

resurrection of the Christ (19.45-24.53) 

The structure of Luke takes a geographical 
component, in that it reflects a movement towards 
Jerusalem4, which is understood as the pivotal point 
of salvation and the geography of the centre of the world. 

 
? Women in Luke? 
There is a clear depiction of women in Luke, but there is some question about 
the status women are given. Levine argues that while Luke maintains much of 
the stories including women that Mark includes, the narrative is shaped. in 
order to reduce the status of women. They are depicted as being ideal when 
faithful but silent servants and patrons5. 
Luke 7.36-50 tells the story of the woman who anoints Jesus’ feet. In the Lukan 
account she is described as a sinner who enters to serve Jesus, whose actions 
are lauded by Jesus, but who never speaks. If this is Luke borrowing from Mark 
the questions as to why the story is moved away from the crucifixion, why she 
is explicitly described as a sinner must be addressed. If Luke is recalling a 
second incident, why recall this incident and not the other. 
 
 

 
4 https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=25794515 
5 https://www.christiancentury.org/review/books/jewish-and-christian-commentary-luke-s-gospel 
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